Game Ideas:

Bumpity, Bump, Bump, Bump:  A fun name game that gets people moving around.  A fun way to start this if folks don’t know each other is to give people the challenge of introducing themselves to everyone there in the next two minutes (depending on the size of the group).  With the group in a circle have the one person in the middle.  The person will approach someone on the perimeter and give a command.  They will either say “You”, “Me”, “Right”, or “Left”.  When the command is given the person on the perimeter must respond with the appropriate name of themselves, the person in the middle, the person to their right, or the person to their left.  The trick is that as soon as the person in the middle gives the command they immediately say the phrase “Bumpity, Bump, Bump, Bump”.  The person on the perimeter must say the appropriate name before the person the middle gets out their “Bumpity, Bump…” or they become the person in the middle.  Do a couple of rounds to get the flow going, and then add another person in the middle.  Depending on the size of the group including a 3rd or 4th person in the middle, makes for a good challenge in keeping people’s names straight, even if it is a group that knows each other well.

Gotcha:  Have the group get into a large circle, sitting or standing.  Have them place out their left palm outstretched with their arm by their side and elbow at a 90-degree angle.  Now have them place their right thumb in the left palm to their right side (like thumbs up, but inverted).  You may need to give this direction more than once and coach a few people around the circle.  Pick a magic word and share it with the group.  Let them know that on the magic word, their job is to grab the thumb in their left palm while they are pulling away their own left thumb from being grabbed.  Make sure the remind folks not to pull their thumbs away too quickly and into the face of another player.  Have fun.  Variations:  Tell a story that incorporates a lot of words that sound like the “magic word” and occasionally include the magic word to catch people off guard and for some additional laughs.  Switch sides half way through.  Have people cross their arms and move closer and do the same thing.  Have your thumb go in the palm of the person two people to your right.
Zen Counting:  Have the group get into a circle and sit down.  Everyone should be close together almost so that the shoulders are touching. Count off how many people are in the group (if this is a large group, try breaking the group into smaller groups of no more than 15, at first).  With as many people you have in the group, you are now going to try to count that high as a group.  For example, if there are 10 people in your group, you are trying to count to 10.  The trick is, everyone must close their eyes and put their heads down.  With absolutely no talking, the group must randomly shout out the numbers 1 through 10 (or whatever your goal is).  Only one person can speak at a time.  If two people shout out “3” then the group must open their eyes, lift their heads and yell “Ah!”  Then the group must start at 1 again.  A person may not say two numbers in a row, and two people can not go back and forth.  Once your goal is reached you can either combine two smaller groups and make one large one, or allow each person to only say one number!
Hog Call:  Have individuals partner up.  Partners have the job of memorizing the other person’s name.  Once partners have had a minute to acquaint themselves with the name of their partner they are split so that one partner goes to one side of a large room, gym, or field and their partner to the far side.  At this point the group is given the direction to close their eyes and put their “bumpers” out.  This means to put their arms outstretched with palms open to protect themselves from running into anyone, or anyone running into them.  The group is then given the instruction to start walking towards where their partner their partner is yelling out their name only, and listening for theirs until the two have found each other.  Once they have found each other their job is to open their eyes, introduce themselves again, share where they are from and then another appropriate introduction question (their favorite dessert, the last book they read or 3 things that they like about themselves).  

Discussion:  What made it possible to find your partner?  What made this fun?  Have each partner take turns introducing their partner to the big group, sharing one of the things that they have learned about them (but only if you have already told them that information would be shared with the big group).

